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Tuesday, June 25
The Immortalists

~ Chloe Benjamin

Women’s Fellowship Annual 
Banquet is on June 4TH.

It will be held at Duffy’s in OOB 
starting at 5:30 pm

Tri-City Chorus
Saturday, June 8  

7-9 PM

Bean Supper 
June 8, 2019
5pm – 6:30

Saco Art Festival       
June 22, 2019

9am-4pm

Rev. Dr. Jeff W. Larsen Jeff.larsen@firstparish.org

Vacation Bible School 2019
July 8-12 Monday - Friday 

from 9 -11:30 am.
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Dear Friends,

I am having a wonderful time being a "Bridge" between the good Interim work of 

Rev. Deborah Breault and the coming of our new Settled Rev Scott Cousineau. These 

three months will go by very quickly but if I can be of any help to any of you please 

don't hesitate to be in touch.

I am in the office on Monday and Wednesday mornings 9-12 and can be reached at: 

207-929-0801 or by email at: jeff.larsen@firstparishsaco.org.

Summer worship tends to be more informal and shorter. If you have hymn requests 

or prayer suggestions or even Biblical passages you would like to see examined 

please let me know. I welcome all your input. If you are traveling and go to another 

church I also welcome seeing the bulletins - so much to learn seeing how others do 

things.

May these months be a time of gentle and caring preparation for celebrating the 

coming of new leadership to our church community. Thank you for allowing me to 

be part of your faith life.

Peace to you,

Jeff

A Message From Rev. Jeff Larsen

mailto:jeff.larsen@firstparishsaco.org


Ten Commandments for Welcoming a New Pastor

I. Thou shalt not compare the old Pastor and the new Pastor, for the Lord thy God has made each 

person unique and wishes you to appreciate each original creation. 

II. Thou shalt not expect everything to stay the same when the new Pastor arrives. Nor shalt thou 

resist change, nor assume that change is bad, but thou shalt trust that the Lord thy God isn’t 

finished with your church yet and is bringing change for your good and the good of your mission. 

III. Thou shalt not make graven images of thine old grudges, nor shalt thou keep stale 

disappointments in the temple of thine heart, but thou shalt forgive and move on in the grace of the 

Lord thy God, for how can thou ask God for mercy unless thou give mercy from thine heart? 

IV. Thou shalt not commit gossip, nor shalt thou fearfully complain, nor shalt thou listen to those 

who do, but instead thou shalt entreat them to adjust their attitudes and lighten up, for everything 

shall be alright, and in fact, shall turn out very well indeed – better than you can even imagine. 

V. Thou shalt not commit nostalgia or say that the old days were better, for in so doing thou shalt 

make thy judgment come true. Be assured that the Lord thy God is not falling asleep at the wheel, 

but will be with thee and surprise thee with abundant blessings, more than thou canst contain or 

count. 

VI. Thou shalt not factionalize nor create “us-them” divisions, but thou shalt unify with thy 

brothers and sisters even when they annoy or confuse you. 

VII. Thou shalt not come to the new pastor with your demands, pressure, complaints, bad reports, 

manipulations, threats, agendas, unsolicited advice, or snide comments. But thou shalt say, 

“Welcome! How can we help you? We love you! We would like to increase our giving 

significantly. We’re praying for you and your family. Welcome to our community! We baked you 

some cookies!” And each week, thou shalt do so again and again until the new pastor begs you to 

stop. 

VIII. Thou shalt increase thy giving, and not withhold thy tithe, but invest thy money and thine 

heart in the future of thy community of faith and mission. 

IX. Thou shalt not come to thine old and former pastor with anything but praise for the new pastor, 

but thou mayest bring thy concerns to God in humble prayer, and if thou must, thou may also share 

concerns with the duly appointed leaders of the church. 

X. Most important, thou shalt trust God, and stay connected to God, and draw strength from God, 

staying deeply rooted in the message of God’s grace. For God is good, and God will never leave 

you nor forsake you. You can count on that for sure! 

1 http://www.brianmclaren.net/emc/archives/imported/ten-commandments-for-welcoming-a.html 



A Message from our Senior Minister
Rev. Scott Cousineau

Dear First Parish Family,

Renee and I would like to express our sincere appreciation for the 

warm welcome and hospitality that we experienced during the candidating

weekend in April. It was such a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet so 

many of you! I am humbled by the number of people that waited in line for 

up to an hour just to say ‘hello’ at the Meet and Greet on Saturday 

afternoon. I look forward to an opportunity to spend more time getting to 

know you and hearing all of your stories!

It was a privilege sharing in worship on Sunday morning. I am 

grateful for the assistance from the Deacons who shepherded me through 

the service, and for all of those who participated on that Sunday after 

Easter. It was delightful to hear the Junior Choir sing and to spend time 

with the children during the service!

I want to thank the Search Committee for their faithful service to you 

and your church family. The search process can be a long and trying 

experience for any congregation. The members of the committee have been 

wonderfully supportive throughout the entire process.

And finally, I would like to thank all of you for placing your trust in 

me. It will be a privilege to serve with you as your settled pastor. I look 

forward to beginning my ministry with you in August. I am excited about 

all of the opportunities that are ahead of us as we begin our ministry 

together.

Grace and Peace,                           

Scott



Deacons’ Corner

We deacons feel so blessed by the exciting changes that are taking place 
at First Parish! We are grateful for the inspiring “bridge ministry” of 
Rev. Jeff Larsen, who is preparing us for the new beginning that lies ahead. 
At our May Diaconate meeting, we shared a surging sense of renewal and 
hope. We are optimistic that the congregation feels it as well. What a 
wonderful time to be part of the First Parish family!

On another note, we are looking for a little help on Sunday mornings. 
Brenda MacDonald has graciously taken on the task of overseeing the 
Welcome Table, but we would like to have substitutes available to help out 
when she can’t be there. We’d also like to have volunteers to supervise the 
distribution and maintenance of our hearing devices. If either of these 
responsibilities appeals to you, please see one of the deacons! 

Thanks and blessings,
Nadine Russell and Dan Carter, Co-chairs



Last month we Recognized, Appreciated and 

Celebrated our Christian Education Team, 

our Church School Teachers, Youth 

Fellowship Leaders, Vacation Bible School 

leaders and our Children’s Music Directors.  

We are so fortunate to have so many children 

and youth in our midst and so many adults 

that give of their time and talent so 

generously to work with them through so 

many different avenues.

Our nursery care, Church school classes, 

Youth Fellowship, outside field trips, Pilgrim 

Lodge, choir, and lots of fun programs within 

our church walls to name a few ways.

I would like to say a special “Shout Out” to

 Heather Nolette for 10 years of 

teaching all three quarters of Church 

School.  

 Susan Marston for 20 years of 

Directing our Junior Choir

 Lisa Edstrom for being our Nursery 

Care Provider and providing an extra 

special welcome to our littlest ones and 

their families. Thank you so much.

We hope to see many of our children at 

Vacation Bible School next month.

Church school age level classes begin on 

Sunday, September 8th.  

Have a wonderful summer and stay safe.

Remember God loves you and so does your 

Faith Community at First Parish.

Blessings,

Kris

One of the best things about summer is 

Pilgrim Lodge—our  Church’s Summer 

Camp.  Please register NOW for a 

camping experience.  We have 22

children, youth and adults headed to PL 

this summer, along with a family going 

to Family Camp.  Judi Klingensmith

will be our first camper heading to 

Women at the Well, June 7-9.  Anna Di 

Matteo will be attending Red Cross 

Lifeguard Training, June 10-12 and

June 23-29, is Arts Alive, Kaeley

Brann, and Alex Savage will be 

attending.  Thank you to Women’s 

Fellowship for helping us with 

Camperships for Pilgrim Lodge.  Our 

campers and their families are very 

grateful.  

We raised $600.00 for Church 

World Service Blankets on 

Mother’s Day.  Thank you to 

all who bought a blanket

Graduation Sunday, was celebrated on May 26th  

Graduating from High School are:  Ivy Beals, 

Kaeley Brann, Anna Di Matteo, Natalie, Shawn 

and Travis Nolette.  Graduating

from College were:  Nicholas Cronin,

Andrew and Dylan Smith

Congratulations to all.

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/


March was Children's Art month 
and art teachers around the state 
selected and submitted pieces 
from their students. The art is on 
display at the MEA building until 
November.

Lucas Edstrom
Son of Lisa and Jon Edstrom

Jesus says:   

“Let the little  

Children come     

to  me”     

 -Matthew 19:14                                
Helping Lisa in the Nursery for the month of 

May was:    

5th Abby Henry 

12th  Jo Nancy Gunn 

19th Jon Edstrom 

26th Aldene Walters 
 

  First Parish Christian Education Team         

    appreciates your time.  Thank you 

 

 

 Vacation Bible     

          School  2019 

To Mars and Beyond 

is our theme for this 

summer’s (2019) 

Vacation Bible School.  Our 

Bible verse is: 

“Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all 

that we could ask or imagine by His power at 

work within us!”  --Ephesians 3:20 

VBS is for children 4years through fifth grade.   

The date is July 8-12.  Monday-Friday from 

9-11:30 AM.  There is a  display in the atrium 

and information on the church website.   We 

have a fabulous time filled with faith, fun, and 

fellowship….and food too.  We look forward 

to seeing YOUR children there. 

Our VBS team this year includes:  Marge 

Belanger, Ella Marston, Susan Marston, 

Camilla Roberge, Danielle Roberge, Nadine 

Russell, Aldene Walters and Kris Galasyn.   



Music Ministry 
Music Director: Jacqueline Savage 
Jacqui@FirstParishSaco.org 

 

Summer Drop In Choir~ 
 The last Sunday the Senior Choir is singing is Sunday June 9th  
 There will be Special Music on Sunday June 16th, 23rd, 30th and July 7th  
 The Summer Drop In Choir starts Sunday July 14th and goes through 

Sunday September 1st  
 Youth Choir Members are also invited to sing with us each week! 
 Rehearsals are on Sundays at 9AM for the 10AM service 
 All are welcome to sing! Please feel free to come sing with us   

 

Youth Choir~ 
The Youth Choir has finished up their year and will be celebrating together at 

Jean Johnson’s home on Saturday June 8th. Parents will receive information 

about the get together in their email. 

 

We have had a fantastic year singing each 

month and during special services. The 

group has enjoyed bringing some more 

contemporary music to the church along 

with traditional and old favorites. They have 

really grown together as a group and it 

shows through their harmony and blend. 

Please contact Jacqui if you have a child 5th 

grade and up 

that would 

be interested in singing with us next year! 

Rehearsals are after church from 11:30-12:00 

every Sunday except the first Sunday of the 

month. 

 

 



 

Junior Choir~ 
The Junior Choir is finishing up another busy, 
fun and spiritual singing year.  We have sung at 
least once every month and occasionally twice a 
month.  We visited The Landing twice; once at 
Christmas and then in mid- May.  They have 
been such rewarding field trips for the children, 
the residents, parents and grandparents that 
come with us and for Jacqui and me.  We were 
so proud of the children last week.  Their voices 
filled the halls of The Landing and the smiles on 
the residents’ faces was priceless.  We will plan 
to visit a couple of times next year too. 
 
You could have knocked me over with a feather 

on Children’s Sunday when Jacqui and Kris surprised me with the beautiful 
planter with the Junior Choirs’ names, a violet plant and lovely cards.  How 
can it be 20 years?  Doesn’t seem possible.  The joy of rehearsing and 
preparing to share our voices with the congregation is still as exciting as it 
was 20 years ago.  Thanks to Jacqui, Kris, 
parents and the congregation for all your 
support. 
 
We’ll have a rousing End-of-the-Year party at 
my house on Friday, June 7th.  It’s always so 
much fun.  We’ll eat, play and sing.  
 
We’ll be resting our voices for the next 4 
months, but we look forward to adding new 
singers to our group in the fall.  Have a 
happy and safe summer. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan Marston 

 

 



Good News Team June Summer is Here

Hello First Parish, if it's June, that must mean that the Art Festival is right around 

the Corner. Excuse me for a second; I need to look around the corner...Oh yeah! 

It's there on June 22nd...the event starts at 9:00 and runs to 4:00. We generally 

wait until 10:00 to meet at the church. We cut up sweet, luscious watermelon, 

pack it on ice in coolers and do the same to water. Then we set out on another 

mission of action. We pass along the Good News by bringing water and 

watermelon to all we meet. You might want to join our action taking, Jesus 

loving, fun group! Sign up. You will be glad you did.

It is here that I am going to borrow a page out of a dear friend's playbook. Be 

the first to come to me with the secret word "water" and I will have something 

special I for you.

Speaking of special, we have two very special fun events planned for First 

Parish. We will not take credit for the actual event, we are just telling you so we 

can all get together and have a good time! The first is in July 9th at 7:00 at the 

Salvation Army Pavilion, Studio Two Presents..."The Beatles Before 

America". See the five year build up that led the "Over Night Success" of the 

Beatles after their appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show...There will be music, 

instruments from the 1960's, costumes, lights and action depicting the Beatles 

journey. This will be a fantastic evening...Please listen for announcements in 

Church and watch for an Eblast with the information you will need. For a group 

of more than ten we will get tickets for only $15.00 each...



The next double special event is on August 24th. We will be taking a trip to 

the Sea-Dogs Right Field Pavilion. There, we will be treated like VIP's 

enjoying an evening of the national past time. First Parish will be eating like 

Baseball royalty, feasting on Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, BBQ Pulled Chicken, 

Baked Beans, Creamy Cole Slaw, Coke products and the famous Sea 

Biscuits. All for $26.00. The gates open at 4:30 and food will be served from 

then until 7:00. If that isn't enough we may see our Choir members 

perform America the Beautiful and/or God Bless America.

Plus a surprise guest! Again announcements and EBlast will be forth 

coming.

Sign up opportunities are available at church. Or email me 

at papagnome@aol.com or Jack Neumyer at rneumyer@yahoo.com

Or Call me at 207-934-6217 leave a message...Thanks we will have a great 

time.

“Watermelon and Love to Go”
“Jane Campbell serves watermelon to 

an Officer in Rapid Rays"

God Bless You First Parish.

mailto:papagnome@aol.com
mailto:rneumyer@yahoo.com


Get Ready for some...Magic Under the Steeple! That's the theme for our 2019 

First Parish Auction, to be held on Saturday October 5. 

Your Auction Committee is hard at work to provide a spectacular evening of 

food and drink, live and silent auctions, and fun and fellowship. 

Please consider getting involved in this important activity which will provide 

financial help in meeting the church's budget deficit. 

First, mark your calendar and plan to attend - tickets will be on sale soon. 

Second, consider volunteering in some way on the auction event - we need 

all kinds of help in gathering and accumulating donations, prepping, and 

helping the evening of the event. 

Coming Oct 5th, 2019

MAGIC UNDER THE STEEPLE!

Third, please consider donating a special item or experience to the 

auction. Some of the items that have been committed so far: Artwork, an 

afternoon of boating, a stay at a beach cottage, and dinner for winner and 

guests prepared at your home! 

If you have an item to donate, or you can help out in any way, please 

contact Marianne Cook (xnbury@maine.rr.com) or Lynne Siulinski 

(lasiulinski@maine.rr.com)

mailto:xnbury@maine.rr.com
mailto:lasiulinski@maine.rr.com


Prayer Shawl Ministry

I received the beautiful prayer shawl today. Thank you and 
thank you to all the wonderful angels that worked on it. I 
haven’t felt good the past few days and this really lifted my 
spirits. God bless you all!
Joan Hatch

To Cheryl Levasseur and members of the First Parish Prayer Shawl Ministry,

Thank you so very much for your caring and the beautiful gift of a prayer 
shawl blessed with your love and prayers. I received it right in the middle 
of a time when I truly needed to be wrapped in comforting reassurance, 
and it was so nice to know I was being lifted in prayer by all of you while 
snuggled into its raspberry colored softness! Bless you All! I am grateful.

God is good--and I am Well! Do please pray for our broken health care 
system, if you would, however. So many unnecessary steps and rules can 
keep health providers from best practices these days, which in turn can 
create undue stress and financial burdens for patients. Let justice and 
kindness prevail!

In gratitude and Christ's love, Lyn Dearborn Kellis

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. And the Peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7



First Parish Congregational Church
12 Beach Street, Saco

(Corner of Beach and Main St.)
Time 5:00 – 6:30 pm

$8.00 for Adults
$4.00 for Children ages (6-12)
Children under 6 years old free

Menu:
Pea Beans

Kidney Beans
Hot Dogs

Macaroni & Cheese
Brown Bread/Dinner Rolls

Coleslaw
Deserts

Beverages

Volunteers Wanted

We are looking for volunteers to 
help with the Bean Suppers.

Please sign up on the sign up 
sheet outside the office door.

Bean Supper 
June 8, 2019

Book Club

June 25th

Book Club Meeting and Pockluck Dinner at 6:00

2019
Bean Supper Dates

February 9
March 9 Aug 10
April 13 Sept 14
May 11 Oct 12
June 8 Nov 9

July 13

Tuesday, June 25
The Immortalists

~ Chloe Benjamin

Newcomers are  encouraged and appreciated. 
All books  chosen are available at local libraries 
and  at local book stores. The reading list for  
2019 is as follows:

In addition to discussing the 
Immoralists we will be discussing what 

books to pick for the rest of 2019.  
Please come prepared with 
suggestions for the group.



Capital Campaign for Church Parsonage  May 26 – July 14

We have established a campaign to raise $25,000 for needed 
updates in our Parsonage before our new Pastor and his wife 
move in around the 1st of August. The items most needed 
before the move in date are a new furnace and new flooring 
along with some general repair and painting of the interior. If 
you would like to contribute, please make your check out to 
First Parish Church and put “Parsonage Fund” in the memo 
line.

$25,000



June 1st
Judi Klingensmith  

Ray Lund
Michael Rumery 
Gunnar  Savage
Donna McGhee

June 2nd
June Stewart

June 3rd
Wallace Nutting

June 4th

Phyllis Hayward
Dhanam Samuel

June 5th
David Page

June 20th
Margaret Blood

June 22nd
Ronald Bissell  
John Walters

June 24th
Hilton Lamson Jr

June 27th
Johanna Fitzgerald  

Nancy Sullivan  
Russell Denner

June 8th
Peter Russell  

Norma Gorham

June 12th
Judy Gray  

Camden Wilder

June 18th
Ella Wiggs

June 19th
Stephen Garland

June 14th
Philip Curtis

June 15th
Gilbert Samuel
Cleve Worster
Peter Browne

June 9th

Shelia Maksut

June 29th
Joan Lachance
Eben Browne
Marston Poore
Deb Hjort
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Fred Clark

Saturday, June 1, 2019

08:00 AM - 08:30 AM Fellowship Hall  

Sanctuary  

Atrium

Service

Sunday Service  

Chime

Sunday, June 2, 2019

08:00 AM - 09:00 AM

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

03:00 PM - 05:30 PM

Sanctuary  

Sanctuary  

Atrium  

Sanctuary  

Fellowship Hall  

Kitchen

Small Group

Conference  

Flexible Use

Counters  

Bell Choir  

Big Book AA

Monday, June 3, 2019

09:00 AM - 01:00 PM

05:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Faithnetwork meeting  

Facilities

Tuesday, June 4, 2019

06:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 07:00 PM

Atrium  

Conference

Exercise Class  

Dance group

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

05:00 PM - 07:30 PM Atrium

Top of the Hill Gang

Tri City Chorus rehersal

Thursday, June 6, 2019

09:00 AM - 12:30 PM

03:00 PM - 10:30 PM

Fellowship Hall  

Classroom 1

Classroom 2  

Sanctuary

Tri City Chorus

Saturday, June 8, 2019

05:00 PM - 10:30 PM

Bean Supper05:00 PM - 08:00 PM

Classroom 1

Classroom 2  

Sanctuary  

Atrium  

Fellowship Hall

Service

Sunday Service

Sunday, June 9, 2019

08:00 AM - 09:00 AM

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Sanctuary  

Sanctuary

Small Group

Conference  

Flexible Use  

Conference

Counters  

Bell Choir

Council Meeting  

Big Book AA

Monday, June 10, 2019

09:00 AM - 01:00 PM

05:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:00 PM - 09:00 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Men's Group

WF Board Meeting  

GNT

Mission

Tuesday, June 11, 2019

07:15 AM - 09:30 AM

09:30 AM - 11:30 AM

06:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Parlor  

Parlor  

Conference  

Parlor

Wednesday, June 12, 2019
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Exercise Class  

Dance group

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

05:00 PM - 07:30 PM Atrium

Top of the Hill Gang  

Gathering of Chplains

Thursday, June 13, 2019

09:00 AM - 12:30 PM

01:00 PM - 05:30 PM

Fellowship Hall

Fellowship Hall

Flexible Use

Ensembles Recital Rehears

Saturday, June 15, 2019

12:00 PM - 05:30 PM Sanctuary

Service

Sunday Service

Sunday, June 16, 2019

08:00 AM - 09:00 AM

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Sanctuary  

Sanctuary

Small Group

Conference  

Flexible Use

Counters  

Bell Choir  

Big Book AA

Monday, June 17, 2019

09:00 AM - 01:00 PM

05:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Tuesday, June 18, 2019

06:00 PM - 08:30 PM Faithnetwork meeting Conference

Wednesday, June 19, 2019

Exercise Class  

Dance group  

Deaconate Meeting

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

05:00 PM - 07:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

Atrium  

Conference

Top of the Hill Gang  

Smarty Pants

Thursday, June 20, 2019

09:00 AM - 12:30 PM

05:00 PM - 08:30 PM

Fellowship Hall  

Atrium

Ensemble Recital (Jacqui)

Saturday, June 22, 2019

03:00 PM - 09:30 PM Fellowship Hall  

Sanctuary

Service

Sunday Service

Sunday, June 23, 2019

08:00 AM - 09:00 AM

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Sanctuary  

Sanctuary

ConferenceCounters  

Big Book AA

Monday, June 24, 2019

09:00 AM - 01:00 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

ConferenceFaithnetwork meeting  

Book Club

Men's Group

Tuesday, June 25, 2019

06:00 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM

06:30 PM - 08:30 PM Parlor

Wednesday, June 26, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Exercise Class

Top of the Hill Gang

Thursday, June 27, 2019

09:00 AM - 12:30 PM Fellowship Hall

Sunday, June 30, 2019
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Service

Sunday Service

08:00 AM - 09:00 AM

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Sanctuary  

Sanctuary

Lost and Found

Thank you to All our 
Volunteers!



The Messenger
First Parish Congregational Church  
12 Beach Street
Saco, ME 04072


