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The Pastor’s Perspective

As Christmas approaches, there are certain things that we have come to 

expect. Christmas music will begin playing on certain radio stations the day 

after Halloween. Christmas decorations will be on full display the day after 

Thanksgiving. And we will begin seeing commercials on television 

advertising Christmas shopping sometime in July! Okay … that might be an 

exaggeration, but it does seem as though they start earlier and earlier every 

year.

I do not mind the ads. It is fun to see the cute and interesting toys for the children. It is festive to see 

people in their Christmas sweaters and other holiday garb. I am no Grinch when it comes to Christmas 

advertising EXCEPT when it comes to one particular type of television commercial. What is the deal with 

the brand, new car in the driveway with a gigantic bow on top?! Has anyone ever really received a brand, 

new car with a giant bow on top? Of course, ad executives have upped the ante. Now there are TWO cars, 

or trucks, in the driveway with giant bows on top! As if the dealerships are offering a buy one, get one free 

promotion.

I have never found a car with a bow on it in my driveway on Christmas morning. (Hint, hint.) In fact, I 

have never even owned a brand, new car. And the reality is that I would not want to open that gift. (You 

are all off the hook.) I might have dreamed that dream when I was a younger man, but now that dream has 

no appeal to me. As we grow older our priorities change.

Consider the candles that we light in our Advent wreaths. We do not light the candles of: new car, 

diamond ring, swimming pool, and exotic vacation. We do not light the Cash candle on Christmas Eve, 

or the Fame Candle, or the Privilege Candle. We light the four candles that represent our true hearts’ 

desires … peace, hope, joy, love. And those four candles surround the focal point, the source of all four, 

Jesus Christ.

As children, we practically bust at the seams thinking about Christmas morning and all of the presents 

under the tree. The squeals of, “Santa left a note!” and “Can we open them now!” echo in our hearts and 

minds. Those are precious and wonder-filled moments!

As adults we pray for different gifts on Christmas morning. We pray for peace so that those we love will 

be safe. We pray for the absence of suffering and strife. We pray that joy and delight would spread to 

every corner of the world. We pray that every tear would be wiped away and that mourning would turn 

into dancing. We pray that love would fill every heart. We pray that spears might be turned into pruning 

hooks and that humanity would cease its warring madness. We place our faith, our trust, our hope in 

God. The light of hope burns in our hearts because we know that peace, joy, and love are God’s vision 

for the world.

On Christmas Eve we will light the Christ candle. That is the light that can never be extinguished. That is 

the light that carries the promise of peace, joy, and love into the world. 

I will pass on the pick-up truck with the giant, red bow on top. I will gaze into the manger and see the 

best gift of all!



Treasurer’s Message

Hello friends,

I hope you and your families are well and were able to gratefully celebrate and reflect 

during the Thanksgiving Holiday; this year has certainly increased my gratitude for 

simple traditions and pleasures.

In the November Messenger I shared with you many of the financial activities that have 

been occurring during the pandemic through 2020.  These included obtaining a Payroll 

Protection Program (PPP) loan, the renewal by Saco Schools of the annual lease, and the 

additional payments by Saco Schools and Spurwink Services for custodial services 

provided by First Parish employee Guy Rochefort.  If you missed that article, please 

check it out for in-depth descriptions of these activities.

First Parish still has not received information about the status of our loan-forgiveness 

application for the PPP loan; we still anticipate that the loan will eventually be forgiven.  

The loan is not currently in repayment.

Last month your household should have received a mailing with a pledge card for 2021 to 

help First Parish plan its 2021 budget.  Many households have already returned their 

pledge cards (some have already begun paying their 2021 pledges, thank you!).  If your 

household has not already sent in its pledge card, please do so. When members and 

friends do not let us know their plan for giving, we assume they plan on giving nothing.  

This can lead us to make program cuts because we think we do not have the funding 

based on pledge information we receive.  Please let us know your intentions so we can 

realistically plan.  If you did not receive a pledge card and would like one, please contact 

the office or me and you may have one.

Teams, if you have not already submitted your 2021 budget to me, please do so that we 

can prepare the 2021 budget.

As of this writing, we have recorded income and expenses for ten months of the year.  

Through October, FPC has recorded $295,507 in budgeted income, which is trending just 

above the budget we expected for this far in the year.  If FPC records another $48,000 in 

income in November and December, the income goal will be met.  Through October, FPC 

has recorded $274,903 in expenses, which is trending below the budget we expected for 

this point in the year.  This total does not yet include the $7,000 for microphones and 

$13,000 for audio-visual consulting and plans for a new system.  Hopefully, we will end 

the year breaking even or with a slight surplus. Continue on next page



Thank you to all members and friends who have helped First Parish continue to 

deliver services to our community throughout 2020.  We need your continued 

support to do this in 2021 and beyond.

This is a lot of information to digest, but we need to start planning for 2021 and 

reviewing 2020 is a good place to start. 

If you need more information or have questions, please reach out to me at 

amy.chute@firstparishsaco.org or 207.730.9636. 

Stay safe, 

Amy Chute, Treasurer

We must prepare to discuss the audio-visual system and the improvements that are 

necessary this winter.  We have all seen the disruptions that can occur during 

livestreaming due to the age of the system.  Replacing parts as they break is no longer 

an option since the system uses old technology which is no longer made.  The system 

dates from 2004, when iPods, digital video recorders (DVRs) and flip phones like 

Motorola Razors were all cutting edge.  Most of us are not using those devices 

anymore; just as old cellular phones won’t work on new cellular networks, our old 

media system doesn’t operate on modern standards.  Our media system must be 

upgraded to perform properly for the next decade or more.

Annual Reports and Budgets are due by December 31st.

Don’t Forget



 

This year November seemed to be 

busier than usually.  Maybe it’s 

because we needed to start thinking 

of our programs way ahead of time due to 

the pandemic.  For instance our Christmas 

Pageant can not be 40 children on the 

chancel with 400 people  watching 

….hopefully it will be that way next year 

but for this year everything has changed.   

Thanks to the talents of Freddie Connolly  

the Christian Education team purchased a 

Green Screen and we spent a Saturday 

bringing in small groups of angels, 

shepherds, Innkeeper, WiseMen (woman), 

and Holy Family complete with a 5 month 

old baby.  A big Shout Out to all our 

families that participated.  Thank you so 

much.  To those who did not we totally 

understand and hope to see you all next 

year.  However, we didn’t stop there. 

Another Saturday, Mary, Joseph and the 

technical 

crew 

(Freddie, 

Scott and 

Kris) met at 

the Ever 

After 

Mustang Rescue to shoot scenes with a real 

donkey.  Mona Jerome is the overseer and 

was very hospitable.  We 

had a 

great 

shoot 

and 

here is 

a sneak 

peek. 

 

 

The Legend of the      

Donkey 

God used a little donkey 

to carry Mary to 

Bethlehem, where Jesus 

would be born.  Many 

years later a donkey 

would carry Jesus to 

Jerusalem, where he would die upon a cross.  

God marked the donkey’s back with a cross.  

It is a reminder of God’s Son Jesus who was 

born and died for all. 

Our Hat and Mitten tree is 

up and ready to be decorated 

with those cold weather 

essentials. Hats, mittens and 

scarves of all sizes are needed.  These items 

are available to anyone needing them.  If 

you have any donations please drop off in 

the Elf cart outside the church doors during 

regular office hours. 

Spurwink Adopt a Family is a  

wonderful service opportunity that 

helps provide gifts for children of 

our Spurwink families needing some 

extra help this holiday season.  Due to 

Covid we will not be asking our 

Faith family to buy specific items but will 

invite people to give monetary donations so 

that we can purchase gift cards at different 

stores and parents can do their own 

shopping.  If you want to donate a roll of 

Christmas paper and scotch tape we will 

have the Elf shopping cart outside the 

church doors during regular office hours.  

Monetary donations can be sent to the 

church office with Adopt a Family in the 

memo  



line.  We will be accepting donations 

through Dec. 13th.   Thank you so much. 

 

The  Family 5PM 

Christmas Eve 

Service will take place 

online.  Our Junior 

Choir sings and our 

youth are the worship leaders.  This year 

we have candle glow sticks to replace 

our tea lights.  If your child(ren) have 

not received their candle glow stick (it 

was in their Winter quarter bag) please 

email me:  kris@firstparishsaco.org   

 

We hope you focus on the HOPE, PEACE, 

JOY and LOVE of Christmas right here at 

First Parish.          

Stay well 

   

  Kris 

 

MLK Day of Service 

January 18, 2021 

    Life’s most urgent question 

is “What are you doing for 

others?”    -Martin Luther King 

Due to the pandemic, we are 

still working on a way to make Martin 

Luther King, Jr Day of Service happen.  At 

this time, we ask our Faith community to 

start collecting  

Health and Beauty items:  toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, soap, feminine sanitary products, 

deodorant (men and women), shampoo etc. 

items, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

feminine sanitary products, deodorant (men 

and women), shampoo etc. 

New Underwear, all sizes 

New Socks, all sizes 

Thank you 

 

 

Members of our 

Youth Fellowship met Sunday, Nov. 22 after 

worship to put together 8 Thanksgiving 

Baskets.  Four more baskets were donated to 

us to hand out.  Thank you to so many who 

supported this project with your donations of 

food and money.  We were able to give out 

extra food card to all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch for your 

Souperbowl Subs order 

form in January 

 

The 12th Annual 

Martin Luther King 

January 18, 2021 

 

Not A Day Off, but A Day On 

More information will be forthcoming 

about a Covid safe MLK Day. 



Music Ministry

Jacqueline Savage: Music Director
Jacqui@firstparishsaco.org

Advent and Christmas

It is the season of waiting and preparation leading up to Christmas!  We have some 
wonderful musical pieces for you throughout the season which will include First 
Parish’s Virtual Anthems, pre-recordings of the choir in the sanctuary, solos, duets 
and special guests.  There will also be some recordings from last year!

Continue on next page

mailto:Jacqui@firstparishsaco.org


Collaboration Project:  We enjoyed working with First Parish Congregational 
Church in Gorham and Westbrook Warren Congregational Church!  We are hoping to 
collaborate again!



December Greetings from First Parish Deacons! 

Dear family and friends of First Parish, 

It has certainly been an unusual year for the First Parish Church family and for all the 
teams at the church, including the Diaconate. We have found it to be a challenge, 
but also an opportunity. 

We have been meeting by ZOOM, as you know, but that leaves out some of our team 
members who are unable to connect with us at times. Most of us were in a Sunday 
routine that we greatly miss: greeting friends and strangers, serving communion, 
receiving your offerings, and generally helping Scott to make things run smoothly. 
Sunday routine is now mainly watching the live-streaming service on YouTube. I 
personally watch the height of the altar candles to make sure Scott remembers to 
change them when they get below 5 inches!

On the opportunity side, though, we have discovered that we can still serve God and 
provide valuable caring service to the church and its people. We have reached out in 
many ways, with cards and emails and phone calls, with physical assistance when 
needed, and with our prayers. Some of us are working on the Reopening Task Force, 
trying to figure out what we will need to do when the pandemic is “over.” Some of us 
have undertaken a study of one of the most troubling issues of our time, systemic 
racism, and we are preparing to present the fruits of our research to our church 
family when we may once again congregate. In every one of these ways, we strive to 
keep ourselves together and help keep First Parish together. 

We are grateful to have Rev. Scott as our leader and appreciate his quiet insistence 
on keeping us safe, while we work to maintain our loving presence in the Saco-
Biddeford-Old Orchard community.

Please hold us in your prayers as we hold you in ours. Have a joyous Christmas 
season! 

Love and blessings, 

Nadine Russell, Co-chair, FPC Diaconate 



“PAUSE FOR POETRY”

Online discussion group starting December 4th with chaplain Tom Kircher and 

Rockland poet Joanna Hynd.  The group will meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays 

monthly at 6:30 p.m.  Come and join the conversation, and may your soul be 

lifted!

Contact Melanie Coombs at McArthur Library for details.

“If you have the words, there's always a chance that you'll find the way.” 

― Seamus Heaney

Sunday Flowers

November 1st flowers given by Brenda MacDonald, In memory of her mother, Louise 
Ham, on her birthday

November 8th given by Carol & Fred Connelly in honor of Carol’s brothers birthday

November 22nd flowers given by Rosemary Guptill, In loving memory of my 
wonderful husband, Robert Guptill, Sr.

We are all set for flowers through December 20th. Anyone wishing to provide 
flowers for the altar can contact Patrice Tripp at 590-1109 or rtripp@maine.rr.com. 

Flower & Altar

mailto:rtripp@maine.rr.com


MISSION UPDATE

The Saco Food Pantry is in need of these specific items: Complete Pancake mix and 

syrup; canned stew, chili, hearty soups and chowders; spaghetti, and not other types 

of pasta like elbow; rice pilaf, Rice-a-Roni, and ramen noodles. Hygiene items include 

shampoo, toothbrushes, bath tissue and bar soap.

Please consider donating the following to
re-stock items in short supply this month

FOOD

- Complete Pancake Mix and Syrup

- Can Stew, Chili, Hearty Soups and Chowders
(NO tomato or cream of mushroom)

- Spaghetti
(regular spaghetti, not elbows, etc.)

- Rice Pilaf, Rice-a-Roni, Ramen Noodles

HYGIENE PRODUCTS

- Shampoo

- Toothbrushes

- Bath Tissue

- Bar Soap

Do you know about the recent history of Maine's indigenous 

peoples? An independent documentary called "Dawnland" is 

one way of beginning to learn about our Maine neighbors. Until 

December 4, you may watch the film 

at https://www.pbs.org/video/dawnland-t0dsij/. Or you may 

sign up for the video at www.mainewabanakireach.org and click 

on "About" and scroll down to "Maine Wabanaki-State Child 

Welfare Truth and Reconciliation Commission". There are 

additional videos and other resources at 

the mainewabanakireach.org website. The video entitled 

"Genocide and ME, testimony from Marie Gir. . ." is on the 

Wabanaki Health, Wellness, and Self Determination page. Both 

of these videos increased my awareness of the history of the 

Wabanaki tribes.

Dawnland

https://www.pbs.org/video/dawnland-t0dsij/
http://www.mainewabanakireach.org/
http://mainewabanakireach.org/


How have the members of our church contributed to Mission outreach in 2020? Despite 
the pandemic, volunteers have helped to make and serve meals at Bon appetit or 
served on the governing board of this non-profit.

Others have handed out food to families through the (York County) Youth-Full 
Maine organization. Some individuals have transferred household items to Welcome 
Immigrants, Our New Neighbors.

Many have donated food to the Saco Food Pantry, while others have assisted at the 
Pantry itself. (Thanks to Phil Blood for transferring the food from our church to the 
pantry, and thanks to Rev. Scott for putting the cart outside.) 

Food was given for the Thanksgiving baskets as well. We have given many shoes to Seeds 
of Hope (Biddeford), Open Hands/Open Hearts (Saco) and others. 

Wheelchairs, walkers, and commodes have been loaned to those who need them. 
Contributions from the congregation and/or from the Mission Team funds have 
supported the Biddeford, Old Orchard Beach, and Saco Food Pantries, Daisy's Children, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in Need, Strengthen the Church, Maine 
Wabanaki Reach, Bon Appetit, Youth-Full Maine, Seeds of Hope, Blanket Sunday, 
Souper Bowl Day of Caring and the Discretionary Fund.

Since ReadMore Saco was discontinued, the remaining funds from this program were 
given to the Biddeford, Old Orchard Beach, and Saco Public Libraries. 

THANK YOU for your generous spirit. We are so glad of everyone's support!

Carol SpencerLemay
(207) 284-9088

Missions Outreach  2020



Hello First Parish,

This year has been a slow one for the Vitality and social piece of the GNT. However many 

members of our team participated in the Halloween parade along with other church 

members. It was reminiscent of years past. Kris Galasyn and Special GNT member Reverend 

Scott were the brain trust behind this fun and well attended event. The pictures tell the story 

and from our point of view we were the ones that received joy.

Our IT piece of the GNT has been busy and plans are being made to improve the IT all around 

the church. As you all know, the pandemic has put an unprecedented strain on the need for 

computers and software. A new computer for Jacqui for the Music ministry was purchased 

recently. For months Jacqui struggled with IT issues and mind-numbing lengthy sessions 

piecing together music selections for Sunday services and Music Ministry presentations. She 

asked for and council approved a new Apple computer for her. We on the GNT are so very 
pleased for Jacqui and First Parish to have the benefit of this new tool.

During the pandemic, the web page has been, for some, a life-line to information and for new 

folks to our area a resource to learn about us, access our services, see unique video 

presentations like Bored Pastor or music videos. It is a conduit for information for all. As you 

know, a completely new web page format was introduced last year after dozens and dozens of 

hours by GNT members. This year, Tim Guerrette continued his work, always looking for ways 

to improve our Web Page. Other GNT members review and continue to make recommendations 

for improvements.  We thank and encourage all Teams and church goers to use and make 

contributions on our Church web page.

.

Good News Team



The staff of First Parish is a focus of our Team and in the next year we are going to focus on 

upgrading the computer soft and hardware wherever needed. We are looking forward to the 

opportunity to return to the activities of the past. Our Team is ready for the challenge of our 

reintroduction the events of the past and have new ideas for fun events. Until then we; 

Kathleen Larsen (Official photographer), Sue and Jack Neumyer (Event co-odinators) 

Jon Edstrom (Parade and event) , Al Sicard (Social Media), Tim Guerrette (IT Guru), Wylie 

Herzberg (IT, parade and Event) , Marc Roberge (IT and event) and Rick Campbell 
(Chair) wish you All…

”Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!”



Just for Fun: Puzzles and Riddles
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