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New Member Opportunity

Have you been wondering about joining 
First Parish Church as a member?  

Then this opportunity is for you! 

Please join us after church (11:30 am) in 
the Parlor on February 10th and February 
24th for a casual, informative time to get 
acquainted with others who are 
interested, and an overview of the process 
here at First Parish.  

New Members will be received during 
worship on Sunday March 10, 2019.

If you are interested but are not available 
on either of these dates, please contact 
Rev. Deborah so that we can include you.  
Come with your questions, your ideas and 
your calendars!!  

We look forward to getting to know you 
and hope to see you then!  

Rev. Deborah Breault, 

Deacon Pam Mohlin



As I write this, we have just entered the first few weeks of January - the excitement of 
the holiday season is past us, and the deep breath before plunging deep into the new year 
is tinged with the bite of icy air. The work of the search team is at a new point as 
well. Our local church profile is active and we have started to receive and review profiles 
from candidates seeking to be our new settled pastor! As we start to conduct interviews, 
we will center ourselves in the Spirit of God to allow us to discern who is called to walk 
this journey of faith with us.

Part of what we will be carrying with us into interviews is your responses to the 
visioning questions we asked over the weeks of advent. Your hopes and your 
dreams, your perceptions of what the relationship with a new pastor will be, your sense 
of the spirit moving in our midst. Your answers, merged with our own answers to those 
questions will form the foundation that we will speak from as we meet those seeking to 
pastor this body of Christ.

The last two visioning questions we asked were: What are your hopes and dreams for 
First Parish, and what does a partnership with a new pastor look like? and What else do 
you want your Search Team to know? 

Your responses had several themes that ran through them:

Openness

The desire for a pastor who is open minded and hearted - who is deeply aware of and 
celebratory of our Open & Affirming status - who is able to look at and deal with issues 
through the lens of compassion - who will be open to new ways of doing church and 
reaching out to the wider community of faith to do so. And also a desire for our 
congregation to embody those same traits and values.



Deepening

Deepening our own faith through increased spiritual practice and study rooted in our 

own faith tradition but aware and exploring the rich wisdom traditions that surround 

us. Increasing our opportunities to do this through gathered small groups, and an 

acknowledgment that this is starting to emerge already with the newly formed men’s 

group. A desire to have a pastor that will foster, support, and encourage many ways 

of engaging the Spirit beyond Sunday morning.

Renewal

A desire to see the church more active in the community, and a pastor who will be a 

part of that in body as well as spirit. The joy in the spirit moving within the members 

who gather at the 8am service and how that worship experience has continued to 

feed the souls that gather together. The future of the church depends on not only 

being the church with love and hope to share, but getting out and sharing it, and 

inviting others in.

The Search Team will be carrying these truths into every interview - embodying 

your sense of what the future looks like and who will be the best person to walk with 

and guide us along the path ahead. We’ll continue to update you on where we are 

at, but the confidential nature of our current work will mean that it will be more 

general. When our task is complete, we will all rejoice in the fruit of this long labor!

Sincerely,

Your Search Team

Jamie Beals

Phil Blood

Heather Galasyn

Sue Martin

Pam Mohlin

Dale Siulinski

Eric Steva



NEWS FROM THE 8 O’CLOCK SERVICE

The 8:00 AM Sunday service has enjoyed new vitality as 
of late. Our numbers have steadily increased over the 
holidays and we hope to see further gains going 
forward. 

Our service is brief at 30 minutes. We share prayer, song 
and scripture. All are encouraged to offer personal 
prayers and relate their own perspectives to the 
congregation.

Communion is observed on the first Sunday of the 
month in the caring hands of Rev. Deb Breault , but the 
remaining weeks are led by lay parishioners, volunteer 
ministers or distinguished guests.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the entire church council 
and Rev. Deb Breault for their support and 
encouragement in carrying on our unique 8:00 AM 
service. It means a lot to all of us.

We would like to extend an open invitation to anyone 
who has yet to attend. Please visit and experience for 
yourself this gathering of friends in worship.  
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Music Director: Jacqueline Savage

Email: Jacqui@firstparishsaco.org

It has been a nice transition into 2019 as the Senior Choir sang at Atlantic Heights and we 

also enjoyed the  Beach and Main Coffee House here at the church. Both events were fun 

and light hearted and seemed to bring  joy to those that attended.

Atlantic Heights:

The Senior Choir went to Atlantic Heights to sing 

Advent and  Christmas Hymns, one of their 

Christmas Eve Anthems, and  also to sing “Auld 

Lang Syne” with the residents. We walked in  to 

a crowded room and the residents were ready to 

sing along  with us. This event took place during 

our regular rehearsal time  on Thursday January 

3rd. As I left I was overwhelmed with  gratitude 

and love from the residents there and my heart 

was  full! <3 We will be going back to sing again 

this Spring. Special  thanks to Bill and Mary 

Johnson for all their hard work getting  the word 

out and hanging flyers.

B e a c h a n d M a i n C o f f e e H o u s e :

This event has really grown and we had around 50 

people attend  this time around. There was a variety 

of music which included a  Ukelele group, folk 

music, an electric harp player and singer,  original 

music and song writers, covers, kids from the youth 

choir,  pop music, etc. There was a lot of 

participation from the church but  also musicians 

who came just to sing in the open mic night. It was a  

great time held by all! Next event will be March 

16th!! Special  thanks to John Brockington and Fred 

Connelly for all they do to  make this happen!

L ooki n g Ahead

 Bell Choir will be ringing on February 10th, 2019 and on Palm Sunday!

 On Palm Sunday this year we are doing a Liturgical Interpretation of the 

Passion of Jesus  Christ” which is a Dramatic Arrangement by John T. Townsend. 

There are a variety of  parts available and I am looking for a group of people to 

put this on and practice it ahead  of time. If you are interested and would like 

to take a look at it, please let me know and I  will email it to you!

Music Ministry

mailto:Jacqui@firstparishsaco.org


Junior Choir: Directed by Susan Marston

The Junior Choir is excited to be back after Christmas  

break. We have several new songs we are working on to  

sing in the next few months. We are excited to sing with  

the Senior Choir and the Youth Choir at the end of  

January. We will all be singing a South African Folk Song  

together.

The children also have three favorites from a few years ago  

that they want to sing again. The songs are upbeat and so  

much fun to rehearse. One of the songs, Joshua Fit the

Battle of Jericho, we’ll expect congregational participation.

Our choir robes are measured, hemmed, ironed and ready to wear on our next occasion to

sing. Many thanks to Lynn Beals for organizing the Junior Choir robes for us. She has been working  

on this project since summer.The children are going to look so spiffy. Thanks again, Lynn.

Host Famlies Needed
The UMaine Singers will be doing a concert HERE at First Parish on Thursday 
March 21st @7PM!!!

Following this 2 hour event we are seeking host families to provide overnight 
housing for 2-4 singers. We anticipate housing for approximately 60 students

Host Families Responsibilities include:
• Being present for the concert
• Transport following the concert to host family
• Return Transport to the church by no later than 6:45AM the next morning

If you are interested in being a host family, please email 
Vanessa Johnston butterfly_vanj@yahoo.com

This concert is a family event and open to all. Goodwill/Canned food 
donations will be accepted for the Saco Food Pantry.

Thank you for your support!!
This event is sponsored by the FPC Music & Arts Team

UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SINGERS CONCERT!!

mailto:butterfly_vanj@yahoo.com


Host Families Wanted University Singers Concert

An invitation to sing at our church has been accepted by the University [of Maine ] 

Singers who will be in concert on Thursday evening, March 21st.

Following this 2 hour event we are seeking host families to provide overnight housing 

for the singers. We expect to need housing for about 60 students.

Host families would not be responsible for meals but would be expected to transport 

students following the concert , to their homes , and to return them to the church no 

later than 6:45 am the next morning. We hope, of course, that host families will also 

attend the concert.

The University Singers have performed at our church in the past and the Music and 

Arts team is thrilled that they will be returning to us.

You can let us know that you can help by contacting any member of the music and 

arts team .

Members include:

Jen Poore

Al Sicard

Vanessa Johnston

Carol SpencerLemay

Susan Marston

Judy Klingensmith

Jack Neumyer

David Johnston

If you are not sure how to contact these people, please feel free to leave a message 

for Vanessa Johnston at 207 571 4641 and we will return your call.

This concert is a family event, open to all , with donations going to a yet to be 

decided charity.

Thanks in advance

David Johnston



When we think of February, we think Super  

Bowl Sunday, (Go Pats), but mostly we  

think of Souper Bowl of Caring. Orders  

have been taken for our Sub sandwiches 

and  our Souper Bowl of Caring special 

offering  will be taken on Feb 3 and 

donated to the  OOB Food Pantry. This food 

pantry has  been one of our youth service

projects.

February is the last month of our Winter  

quarter.

Our Spring quarter begins  

March 3rd and ends May  26th. 

At this time we are  looking for 

Church school

teachers for our Spring quarter.

Jesus says: “Let  the

little

children  come to

me”

-Matthew 19:14

Helping Lisa in the Nursery for the

month  of January was:

6th Mary Coyne  

13th Jo Nancy Gunn  

20th Abby Henry

27th Carol Spencer Lemay

First Parish Christian Education Team  

appreciates your time. Thank you

Super Bowl Subs will be available  
after church on

Sunday, February 3, 2019

 All youth, 6th grade and up are  

needed to prepare veggies and  

meat etc for the subs. We will  

meet at 7 PM on Saturday,

February 2rd, in the kitchen to

start chopping. This will also be

a Youth Overnight. Don’t miss

our fabulous SouperBowl skit in

morning worship!   We will

also be taking a special  

offering for Souper Bowl  

Sunday.  This offering will

go to the OOB Food Pantry.

“I was hungry and you fed me.”---
Matthew 25:35, The Message by 

Eugene Peterson

Pilgrim Lodge registration  should 

be available sometime  this month. I 

will let people

know as soon as I hear. You can check on  the 

website: www.pilgrimlodge.org

First Parish Camperships will be available  

beginning of April. Pilgrim Lodge Sunday

will be held on March 31st

See you at Church,

K r i s

http://www.pilgrimlodge.org/


Martin Luther

King  Day of 

Service  January 

21, 2019

Not A Day Off, But A Day On  Life’s 

most urgent question is?

“What are you doing for others?”

-Martin Luther King

Our 11th annual MLK Day of Service has  come and 

gone but what a GREAT day it  was. In spite of 

record cold temperatures  and a major snow storm 

the night before  93 “clients” came through our 

doors for some kind of service provided. 

We had over  50 volunteers helping with food, being

host/hostess, who helped take people around  the 

church for the services, and 30 service  providers. 

From haircuts to foot care, BP  checks to vision 

screenings Also donations  of New underwear and 

socks, clothes and  jackets to health and beauty 

items to nail  polishing and head checks. First Parish  

Shoe Ministry found boots/shoes for 70  pairs of 

feet. Books, puzzles, games and  toys were a BIG hit 

this year. 

So many  donations. Fifteen youth participated in  

service projects. In the 4 hours our doors  were open 

and services provided:

40 Haircuts/Head Checks, 9 seen by a  Visiting Nurse 

for foot care and 10 eye  exams, 8 Blood Pressures 

taken and 4 loads  of laundry done. Over 100 people 

were fed-

Thank you to Sue Burgess and the food  crew. We did 

all of this with a smile on our  faces and a 

compassionate heart.

If you are interested in being part of a Core

Group to organize MLK Day of Service  please email 

Kris. kris@firstparishsaco.org

If you have some great ideas for donations,  service 

providers, food etc, just GO FOR IT.  

Thank you to ALL the people who helped  by being 

at the event, by bringing in  donations, by being a 

provider. The day was  amazing. 

Please check out our Face Book  page and see the 

poster in the atrium to  know more about this 

special day.

Another great quote from MLK is this:  

“Everybody can be great … because anybody 
can serve. You don’t have to have  a college 
degree to serve. You don’t have to make your 
subject and verb agree to serve.  You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul  generated by
love.”

--Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

We did that last Monday. We did it in spite  of the 
cold temperatures, the snow, the  cancellation of 
Church services and therefore no set up time….We 
just did it!

Next MLK Day will  

be January 20, 2020

mailto:kris@firstparishsaco.org


First Parish Knitters and Cheryl Levasseur,

I want to thank you very much for the lovingly 

made prayer shawl and the prayers that have 

accompanied it. It has brought me great 

comfort already, and will I am sure in the 

days and weeks to come during my journey 

to recovery.

Blessings and Thanks, 

Anne H.

To First Congregational Church,

My heartfelt gratitude to everyone for my beautiful prayer 

shawl. I truly felt the prayers when I had it one me. Just 

when I needed them. A single prayer is able to be felt--a 

whole congregation is special! I pray some day to 

personally thank everyone. May God place special 

blessings on you all. Such love and prayers will never be 

put aside.

God Bless all,

Annabelle C.

Thank you for putting my name in the prayer shawl 

ministry at church. I love the apple green shawl 

and the comfort it gives me. I am deeply touched 

by your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely,

Mark

Thank You



Thank You

Dear Sisters in Christ,

I want to thank you so much for the handsome shawl you 

made for my husband Gerald. He enjoys it because it is so 

warm and cozy. What a blessing your ministry is! It's so 

comforting to know that not only our church family covers 

him in prayer, but even the saints who do not know him are 

faithful in compassion and prayer. Be blessed!

Marolyn B.

Thank you for putting my name in the prayer shawl 

ministry at church. I love the apple green shawl and 

the comfort it gives me. I am deeply touched by 

your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely,

Mark

Enclosed is just a little contribution to the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry. I am thankful for the time, 
energy and love which goes into each shawl 
made. Thank you for making one for my 
grandson, Jarod.
Blessings, 
Sabra



2019
Bean Supper Dates

February 9
March 9 Aug 10
April 13 Sept 14
May 11 Oct 12
June 8 Nov 9

July 13

Bean Supper Feb 9, 2019

First Parish Congregational Church
12 Beach Street, Saco

(Corner of Beach and Main St.)

Time 5:00 – 6:30 pm
$8.00 for Adults

$4.00 for Children ages (6-12)
Children under 6 years old free

Menu:
Pea Beans

Kidney Beans
Hot Dogs

Macaroni & Cheese
Brown Bread/Dinner Rolls

Coleslaw
Deserts

Beverages

Volunteers Wanted

We are looking for 
volunteers to help with 

the Bean Supper’s,

Please sign up on the sign 
up sheet outside the 

office door.



Tuesday, February 26

Death and a Pot of Chowder: A Maine Murder Mystery

~ Cornelia Kidd

Tuesday, March 26

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine

~ Gail Honeyman

Tuesday, April 23

The Dovekeepers

~ Alice Hoffman

Tuesday, May 21

I'll Be Gone in the Dark: 

One Woman's Obsessive Search for the Golden State 

Killer

~ Michelle McNamara

Tuesday, June 25

The Immortalists

~ Chloe Benjamin

Going into the new year 
we will be changing how 
we do our live streaming 
for the 10 am Service.  

We will keep you posted.

Book Club



We are grateful for the generosity of those who donated to 

the retired Clergy collection on Dec. 23. A total of $470.00 

was received. Thank you!

Thank you to all who donated shoes or boots to give away. 

More than 70 pairs of boots or shoes were given away on 

MLK day. At this time, the shoe ministry is NOT in need of 

new donations.

Volunteers are needed to make and serve breakfast on 

Saturday, Feb. 16 at the Hazelton House, 7 Smith Lane, 

Saco. Please sign up under "Missions" on the Bulletin Board 

near the office.

Mission Trip

The UCC York Association is planning a mission trip to 

Honduras for August 7-13, 2019. Cost per person will be 

$1200.00; grants are being requested to help defray the 

expenses of the trip. A meeting about this trip will be Feb. 9, 1 

pm at 37 Depot Road, S. Berwick ME. You may contact Linda 

Hirst at lbhirst@comcast.net for more information.

Carol

Missions

mailto:lbhirst@comcast.net


January
6 Hospitality
13 Women’s Fellowship
20 Diaconate
27 Council

February
3 Investment, Charitable Gifts, JAF
10 Music and Arts
17 Flower and Altar
24 Women’s Fellowship

March
3 Counters
10 Prayer Group and Facilities
17 Christian Education
24 Council
31 Personnel and Pastor Relations

April
7 Mission and Program Development
14 Hospitality
21 Music and Arts
28 Council

May
5 Hospitality
12 Counters
19 Christian Education
26 Women’s Fellowship

June
2 Calling Committee and Facilities
9 Flower and Altar
16 Council
23 Mission and Program Development
30 Media and Good News Team

July
7 Hospitality
14 Investment, Charitable Gifts and 
JAF
21 Prayer Group and Facilities
28 Diaconate

August
4 Facilities
11 Flower and Altar
18 Personal and Pastor Relations
25 Music and Arts

September
1 Hospitality and Women’s 
Fellowship
8 Council
15 Counters
22 Diaconate
29 Council

October
6 Investment, Charitable Gifts, JAF
13 Women’s Fellowship
20 Christian Education
27 Flower and Altar

November
3 Music and Arts
10 Stewardship
17 Women’s Fellowship
24 Calling Committee and Facilities

December
1 Council
8 Diaconate
15 Counters
22 Music and Arts
29 Media and Good News Team

2019 Hospitality Calendar



B o r n i n F e b r u a r y
February 1st

Lisa Metcalf

February 2nd
Benjamin Lovejoy
Ian Cook
Lucy Perry

February 3rd
Julie Carter

February 4th
Katherine Lund

February 8th
Lisa Duchaine  
Lia Langeveld

Matthew Galasyn
Eliza Bartlett

Lilly DesRoberts

February 9th
Corleen Garland

February 16th
Joseph Begin
Dylan Nutting

February 17th
Susan Anton

February 18th

Annie Perry

February 19th
Ruth Shaw

February 21st
Sandy Duross  
Robert Guptill

February 22nd
Jessie Charles  

Eleanor Raymond

February 24th
Jennifer Bartlett

February 26th
Martha Gagne

February27
Katherine Mehlman

February 28
Shirley Gibson

E. Wendall Freeman  
Joshua Worster

February 10th

Aidan Fiske



Sunday, February 3, 2019

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Service 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Sunday Service 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM GS Troop #2196 

Monday, February 4, 2019

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Counters 

5:00 PM - 8:30 PM Bell Choir 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Big Book 

Wednesday, February 6, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Exercise Class

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM Girl Scouts 

Thursday, February 7, 2019

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM Top of the Hill Gang 

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Jr. Choir Rehearsal

4:00 PM Jr. Choir Rehearsal

4:30 PM - 6:30 PM Flower and Altar 

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM FaithNetwork meeting 

Saturday, February 9, 2019

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM Bean Supper 

Sunday, February 10, 2019

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Service 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Sunday 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM GS Troop #2196 

Monday, February 11, 2019

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Counters Conference

5:00 PM - 8:30 PM Bell Choir

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM Council Meeting 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Big Book 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019

7:15 AM - 9:30 AM Men's Group

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM WF Board Meeting 

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM WF meeting 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Facilities Team 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Mission Team

Wednesday, February 13, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Exercise Class

Thursday, February 14, 2019

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM Top of the Hill Gang 

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Jr. Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM FaithNetwork

Sunday, February 17, 2019

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Service 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Sunday Service 

6:00 PM -08:30 PM GS Troop #2196 

Monday, February 18, 2019

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Counters 

5:00 PM - 8:30 PM Bell Choir 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Big Book 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM WF meeting 

6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Voices in Harmony 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM So, ME Theo. 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Exercise Class

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Deaconate Meeting 

Thursday, February 21, 2019

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM Top of the Hill Gang

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Jr. Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM FaithNetwork

Saturday, February 23, 2019

9:00 AM - 11:30 AM Cafe Connections 

Sunday, February 24, 2019

8:00 AM - 9:00 AM Service Sanctuary

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Sunday Service 

5:30 PM - 5:30 PM Search Committee 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM GS Troop #2196 

Monday, February 25, 2019

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Counters 

5:00 PM - 8:30 PM Bell Choir 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Big Book

Tuesday, February 26, 2019

9:30 AM - 11:00 AM WF meeting

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Book Club 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Men's Group 

6:30 PM - 7:00 PM Voices in Harmony 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM Exercise Class

Thursday, February 28, 2019

9:00 AM - 12:30 PM Top of the Hill Gang 

3:15 PM - 4:00 PM Jr. Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM - 9:30 PM FaithNetwork

February Calendar of Events



Lost and Found

This coat has been hanging at the 
church for several weeks.  The hat was 
in the pocket of the coat.  



The Messenger
First Parish Congregational Church  
12 Beach Street
Saco, ME 04072


