


This is what | know about our current worship
attendance:
We have been in the building since
December of 2004 and have experienced the
initial rush of the curious and the seasonal
worshippers.
Since then, our worship attendance has been
modestly consistent over the years.
Except for the summer months, which took a
dramatic increase with the introduction of
the Heat Reduction System.

Assuming that the worship is stimulating and
engaging, which | think ours is, Church observers
tell us that several factors play into the Worship
Plateau Effect (stagnant or level attendance over
time).

Availability of convenient parking.

Availability of “prime” seating.

Experienced comfort of “personal space”.

Let's take them one at a time.

Avalilability of convenient parking. This
presents one of the great challenges for the
future of our congregation. We may not like
it, but it is a fact that as more and more
people make their choice about where to go
(shopping, entertainment, even worship)
they tend to choose the place where they do
not have to walk very far, or in the dark, or
across streets. There has been some
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conversation at the  Administration
Committee level and at the Church Council
level with respect to this challenge. It will
continue to be a challenge for our church
into the future.

Availability of “prime” seating. Our
Sanctuary holds approximately 450 people.
There are rare occasions (Easter / Christmas)
when we exceed that. But even on a
common Sunday, when there are 300
people, there is often experienced the sense
that the place is too full. People say: “I
won’t make a scene by going all the way
down to the (almost always available) front

pews.”
“Personal space.” This is a tricky one to
guantify. It is almost always known

anecdotally. “It just feels too full to me.” is

the way that some talk about it. Different
cultures have different senses of what
constitutes “personal space.” But here in
Maine it is certainly larger than, say, France.

Starting this coming Sunday, we are offering a
worship service designed to address those
observations. With the advent of the Early Sunday
Service (8:00-8:40am) we believe there will be
more parking spaces available; more “prime”
seating available; and very comfortable “personal
space!” The service itself will be mostly papesles
more “compact” in total time, and responsive to a
variety of styles of worship. So hear this as an
invitation to experience our Early Sunday Service.
Offer your comments to help us improve the effort.
And, after a while, let's see if we have positively
impacted our total worship attendance plateau.

Service of Healing and Wholeness
Wednesday Evening, September24th
7:00pm in the Sanctuary




Whoops - there goes another
summer!

Funny how that happens but

once again here we are preparing for
a new Church school program year
and what a great one it will be.
There is so much to look forward to.

Church school registration begins NOW
with our online capabilities. Just go to
www.firstparishsaco.orgclick on Main

Site, then click on Church school
Registration forms and then your child(rens)
grade. Please bring your form(s) to church.
All forms do need to be signed by
parent/guardian. Hard copies will be
available at registration.

Church school age level classes begin on
Sunday, September ¥

All Church Block Party will be oisunday,
September 14' following the

10 AM service.

Some people have asked why it is important to
register their child(ren) for Church school. Here
are a few reasons:

To have the proper information (email and
snail mail etc) so we can keep people
informed.

To know who is age eligible for different
programs, for example:“3rade Bibles, Jr.
Sr. Youth Fellowship, Confirmation Class,
high school graduations, etc.

To make sure the classroom size fits the
class size.

Our Maine conference keeps church census
(as does First Parish).

To provide for any medical issues, i.e.,
peanut allergies, food allergies, etc.

| realize that we all fill out lots of forms in odaily
lives but after this year we are hoping to go to a
system where parents /guardians will only have to
check over existing information and sign off on it.
So please bear with us for one more year.

NEW this year is our Church school curriculum

Everyone then who hears
these words of mine and
acts on them will be like a

wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on tha
house, but it did not fall, because it had been fouled
on rock." -Matthew 7:24-25

Jesus frequently used common experiences to help
people understand his message. Being a carpenter, a
story using the construction of houses probably
came naturally to him. A person might easily build

a house in a sandy wadi. But when the rainy season
came, water would gush down the wadi and carry
the house away because it's foundation was non-
existent. A foundation of stone had to be deep and
substantial. It required meticulous and intentional
effort. But the house that stood atop it wouldsesi
the rains of winter. Jesus was comparing this wise
builder with a life where his message was put into
action. Both resulted in a strong foundation.

What this parable is saying is exactly what we want
to offer our children. We want to help them build a
strong faith foundation so that when the rains and
storms of life assail them (and they will at some
time or another), their house of faith will notlfal
away. It will stand strong and give them strength
and shelter.

For our Senior High class we have a NEW
curriculum for them entitledCaffeine + Christ.

This curriculum is written in an accessible wayg an
includes imaginative retellings of Bible storiesath
put Christianity into contemporary language and
experience.

Order Here, Start Thinking,
Table Notes, Scripture Menu,
Take Home Bag (Doggie Bag?)
and Tip make up each

lesson. Breakfast might have
to be included!!



Our custodianBob Jones and The Top of the

Hill Gang have done a fabulous job of washing
floors in our lower level classrooms. Our Christia
Education Committee took time out of their busy
schedule to clean windows, wipe down shelves and
organize suppliesReady, Set, Let Church School
begin!!

See you at Church school.

Shalom,

Matthew 19:14

Helping Lisa in the Nursery for the
month of July and August were:

20th  Jo Nancy Gunn and Jean Smith

27th  Cathy Baillargeon

39 Natalie Skelton

10"  Betsy Chalmers

17" Kathy Lee and Lori Raftis

24" Sarabeth Guptill

31%  Caroline York

We are very grateful to

the following people for being our leaders for our
August Summer Sundays. Summer Sundays end
with Aug. 3T

3rd and

10th Ann Lafortune and Josh Chalmers

17" Mary Sicard andHeather Galasyn

24" Eric andBarb Steva

31" Freddie Connolly andKris Galasyn

Vacation Bible School (VBS) was
truly amazing.We had a
wonderful group of storytellers, thanksGarl
Gunn, Doug Nielsen, Karen Nielsen, Joyce
Gardner and Franklin Anderson. Our overall
Bible Verse for the week was:

“Let us love not in word or speech but in truth and
action.” -1 John 3:18

We learned how important that verse is as we
collected Pennies and Pencils for Peace for our VBS
Mission Project. We will continue to collect
pennies as we soon begin our Church school
classes. Learn more about Pennies for Peace at
www.penniesforpeace.org

We also appreciate the gifts of our “housemothers”
for the week,Betsy Chalmers, Heather Galasyn
and Caroline York. Our different activities were
implemented by Carole and Tony Nero,
Discovery Lab, Bonnie Kremser, Crafts,
Charlotte Guest and Aldene Walters, Snacks,
Kathleen McGuire, Recreation and Faith Hatter
and Kris Galasyn, music. Our youth helpers were:
Eric Grant and Danny Durand.

Our week long program ended at the BEACH
(where else since the theme was)

Charlotte Guest was so kind as to invite us to her
home on East Grand Avenue, just a” hop, skip and a
jump” from the Beach. We had over 40 people
participate that day.

Thank you so much Charlotte!!!

The VBS 2009theme isCamp E. D. G. E.,where
children can Experience and Discover God
Everywhere!
“The Lord is my strength and my might.”
Psalm 118:14a



“The world of the generous gets larger and
larger.”
- Proverbs 11:24 (The Message)

Mission Fund Task Force
12 Weeks of Giving: Sept 7 — Nov 23, 2008

God’s generous outpouring of grace in our lives is
priceless treasure! God’s abundant and amazing
grace was made known to us through the financial
help, spiritual support and prayers that surrounded
us after the fire of 2000 and through years of our
rebuilding. We have been longing for the day to be
strong enough in faith to release our thankfulness,
joy and generosity into our local and global
community with a symbolic portion of our fire
funds.

At our Annual Affirmation in January we voted this
dream into reality when we chose to divest
ourselves of the fire funds by equally dividing the
post construction remainder between facility and
missions. The Mission Fund Task Force was formed
to decide where the money would go. This
committee met and prayed; researched and prayed;
deliberated and prayed. The task force decided to
continue to remember to reach out to all people,
near and far. Local, State, National and Global
missions were researched and funds designated to a
select few in each category.

Twelve missions were identified and selected.
Beginning Sunday, September 7 we will celebrate
our new life with “12 Weeks of Giving.” Each week
in worship we will introduce one of our missions,
present them with a check, and pray for God’s
blessing to be upon their ministry. Please joinnus
worship. Please join us in prayer. Please joiinus
giving thanks for the strength of will that enables

to give in such a radically faithful manner. Pkeas
join us in rejoicing in the mission that Christ gav
us and how we are becoming more rooted in God’s
love and growing more faithfully generous in God’s
service.

Mission Fund Task Force »

. September Calendar b

w 9/7 Saco Fire Department .

Ei 9/14 Ruth’s Recyclables E

Ei 9/21 Maine Council of ChurchesE

E: 9/28 No More Victims E
I

With September, and the beginning of our age
level Church school classes, also begins our
Confirmation Class. Our Confirmation Class
consists primarily of ninth graders. However, as
we have looked at our registration and
attendance for this past year, we noticed an
absence of eighth graders or what would be this
year's ninth graders. Doug and | have,
therefore, made the decision to not have
Confirmation Class for this program year. The
next Confirmation Class will be 2009-2010.

Kris

Sunday, September 14
Immediately following the

10 AM worship service.

In our church parking lot

(valet parking will be
available)
FUN FELLOWSHIP FOOD

GAMES AND ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES



September 2008

A FEW WEEKS AGO, visiting the Portland Art
Museum, | went especially to find a painting by the
American Social Realist painter, Isabel Bishop.
The painting is entitledVomen Interactingand is
part of the permanent collection of the museum and
| often stop and muse upon its theme whenever it is
on display. The artist has painted two young
women, apparently having met along a city street,
ostensibly engaged in a conversation. However,
what is striking about the picture is that neitloér
the women appears to be involved with the other.
As all art invites us to mingle its themes with our
own reflections, | am therefore permitted to follow
my own ruminations. Viewing this painting has me
surmising that the women, though physically

present to one another, are cut off each from the :

other, mentally, emotionally and spiritually, and

therefore each woman is shut up in an undefined :

inner loneliness. That this may be the intentiébn o

the artist is suggested by the manner in which she
has posed the women. They are together, yes! And :

yet not together—thatWomen Interactingis a
painting suggesting that thiasteracting is empty.
The women seem not to beailableto one another.

Of course, this does not have to have been the :

artist’s intention; nevertheless, as I've statdldaud,
no matter the medium, invites our own “take” upon
it.

| OFTEN THINK OF Bishop’s painting whenever |

am about and with other people, as this person and :

that person and | busy ourselves meeting and
greeting one another. Particularly, | am minded of
Women Interactingvhen there is an attempt on the
part of one or the other to engage in more earnest
talk. This may happen along a city street, as d&sh
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painted it. Possibly, this may take place in one’s
home or it might be in a church setting. The
guestion the painting fosters is, “Is thigeracting
empty talk; or are we truly seeking to aeailable

to one another. When | aawvailable to another
person and that personpsesentto me, we create,
as it were, a holy place between us where quite
possibly God may be present. Our being fully
engaged with another enables a kind of blessedness
in this business of relating to other people. dams
giving attention to the other with our whole self—
intellect and spirit. Certainly, it is somethingew
might properly desire, even expect, and seek from
our fellow worshipers when we go to any church.
As Jesus was fully present to those who heard him
gladly, so we do well to be available to those with
whom we have to do.

Current Issues & Faith Discussion
Group: September 7, 14, 21, 28
Sunday Mornings 9:00 — 9:40am
Rev. Merle Steva
&
Rev. Carle Gunn

. Christians are called to live out their faith Jn

: relationship to the issues of our time and cultute.

. It is important that we encourage a responsible
: dialogue among ourselves and that each persbn’s
: insight be considered by all. Out of suth

. dialogue we may come to have a feel for how to
: proceed as faithful Disciples of Christ in this day

: and age. All are welcome to join this gatheririg.

: Please let Abby know if you are interested in the
: childcare ministry that is offered.



Women’s

Fellowship

It's time for our“getting back together"again
breakfast!

Joseph’s by the Sea

Beginning on Thursday,

September 12at4:30 PM, all interested brass
players, OLD AND YOUNG, are invited to be

a part in our first ever Brass Ensemble, to add
to our worship on Sunday Mornings. John
Raymond, brass teacher will be directing this
ensemble and facilitating learning. John is a
music teacher with a strong commitment to
furthering brass in worship. All are welcome,
from young children to senior citizens. If you
need an instrument, please call Peter 793-8247 th
and he will scrounge one up for you. Our goal September 9™ at 9:00 am

is to make joyful music and have fun. $9.00

Don’t miss this opportunity to catch up with friend
you didn’t see all summer. Come and hear plans for
the coming year.

ALL women of the church are invited!

- L

MEN'S BREAKFAST |
The September meeting will be held at Bungy‘s
restaurant in Saco ohhursday, September 4,
2008 Bunny's is located on North Street in the
Fenderson Village Shop. It is just beyond the
Shell station on the right side of the street gojng
out of town. Coming into town, it is a shojt
distance beyond Saco's Public Works Gardge.
Bunny's is in the building to your left. We wil
meet there at 7:30 AM. Come in when you cdn.

Bring a friend especially one who cannot drive




First Parish Pictorial Directory
in Progress

Over 75 family units had their picturgs
taken in July. Many have already receivpd
their photos. The photographers {re
returning for three more days of pictufe
taking on the following dates.

Thursday, September 18 3 - 9PM
Friday, September 19 3-9PM
Saturday, September 20 10AM — 5P

Those who have not scheduled a sitting njay
do so by contacting Norma Gorham at 937-
2370 or ngorhaml@maine.rr.con®R by

signing up before or after church gn
September 7 and 14. Anyone who las
scheduled an appointment prior Jo
September 8 will receive a reminder cgll
from Olan Mills.

We thank you in advance for yoyr
participation and cooperation. We welcorpe
this opportunity to connect names to fadges
as we grow as a church community.

Catharine Curtis
Norma Gorham
Hostess Leader - Kathy Lee
Telephone Leader - Cathy Baillargeon
Layout & Design - Bonnie Kremser
Doug Nielsen

Co Chairs -

Dear First Parish,

Part of what Jamie and | gleaned this summereat th
United Church of Christ Musicians Conference can
be summed up by our colleague, Michael Kemp.
Where has all the beauty gone? News broadcasts
portray murders and mayhem, wars and shamed
leaders. Sports often emphasize violence and
winning at all costs. Advertisers stimulate our
desires for instant gratification. Into that often
callous world, we choir directors help bring the
timeless beauty of music. A choir may serve as an
example of what a caring community should be,
with directors and singers combining their
individual talents to accomplish something more
significant than any of us could accomplish alone.
Choir members listen to one another’'s parts and
learn how to go forward together, giving the ptipri
back and forth as they share the melodies. Then
they take forth the fruits of that labor and shdre
with audiences, multiplying the positive effect
countless times. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the
world were like that? We spread our musical wings
to fly and, along the way, offer to take audiences
with us. We have made our choice. Rather than be
discouraged by another news broadcast, we
directors and our singers have CHOSEN TO BE A
PART of the soothing and uplifting effect of music.

First Parish has wonderful opportunities for music
making. Come and join your voice with others—
and ----- Have fun!

See you at rehearsal.

E(Sfﬁf T
Resume

Thursday, September 4

Middle Choir 4:00PM
Youth Choir 4:30PM
Senior Choir 6:30PM

Mrs. Marston’s Junior Choir will begin the
first Thursday in October.



First Parish Creative Arts Journal

"Seeds" is the name of the First Parish creatite ar
journal. It is a place for people to share written
works as well as visual art. If you are interested
submitting work, please contact Jamie at
lynnjam@securespeed.us. All written styles are
welcome - poetry, essays, short stories, etc. dSee
will be printed in black and white, so for visual
submissions, be sure to consider if your piece will
translate well.
All submissions will be due by September‘Zar

this issue.
"Seeds" is a quarterly publication, with plans to
have an online version as well, so submissions can
be accepted on a rotating basis, but for my own
sanity, please limit it to four items at a time.

To help with the publication cost and to purchase
your “Seeds” t-shirt, coffee mug, cap or messenger
bag please visit:
http://www.cafepress.com/1stparishseedd

proceeds from sales of the merchandise in this shop
will go to help pay for the production of Seeds.

Liturgist Luncheon
Rev. Dr. Doug Nielsen — Facilitator

Sunday, September 21following worship
This luncheon is for all who have and all who are
interested in reading Scripture in our
Sunday morning worship service.
All who attend will learn more
about nurturing their own
unique style as well as learn
new techniques for improving
their skill for the work of this
sacred art of communicating God’s Word.

Seasons of Friendship
Patti Maclay — Facilitator

Thursdays, Oct 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30
from 10:90—11:30am

V 2\
Join us for this rich book discussion group abgut
friendships. Author Marjory Zoet Bankson
explores friendships and how they cycle like tHe
seasons each with their own unique beauty,

energy and gifts.

Please sign up on the information sheet in the
atrium, or call Abby Campbell at the church
office or e-mail abby@firstparishsaco.dm
register.

Media Room Ministry Training
We are looking to grow our Audio
& w= Visual ministry and have a number
N » of upcoming training opportunities.
We are looking for people who enjoy
the creative and technical aspects
involved in the development of and
recording of our events and services.

We have a number of special projects in the
pipeline: Membership Inquiry Welcome DVD,
Ministry Mission Quick Flicks, filming and editing
work of services and events, Sunday
morning slide templates for our “paper-
less” services and more. If any of these
filming or creative projects captures you
interest or imagination, please contac
Freddie (Freddie@freddiecentral.com)
or Abby (abby@firstparishsaco.org).




Sacred Stories
Members of the Diaconate
Spiritual Growth Team — Facilitators

Wednesday Evenings Oct 1, 8, 15 & 22
from 6:30-8:30
Informational Meetings following
10:00AM worshipSept 21 & 28

the

Come and join us for this

unique opportunity to move

to a new level of spiritual

growth at First Parish

Church. Members of the

diaconate have carved out
this time for you for sharing and listening to
the “Sacred Stories” each of us have in our
lives.

Those who sign up will be placed in a small
group with seven others and engage in a deeper
level of conversation. This deeper level
conversation is more than just the “how are you
type of conversation, but “how is your heart and
how did it get there” type of communication. To
cultivate an atmosphere of trust, each personbaill
asked to listen with an affirmative openness and
honor a confidentiality commitment. To nurture
the spirit of fellowship within the small group in
which you are placed, each person will be asked to
commit to attending each of the four gatherings
which will be from 6:30-8:30pm October 1, 8, 15 &
22.

of

If you do not think you have a sacred story and
want to learn more, plan to attend one of the
informational meetings September 21 & 28 after
worship. Sign up through Abby Campbell with a

phone call (283-3771), or on a sign up sheet after
church or e-maidbby@firstparishsaco.org

The Diaconate looks forward to this as a way of
strengthening bonds of fellowship and deepening
our understanding of one another - a way of our
having our hearts connect with our differences as
well as our similarities.

Our Scripture theme is frodohn 13: 4 — 9.

September Mission Movie
Sunday, September 28
Starting at 11:45 with a running
time of 85 minutes
Lunch will be provided

“An Outstanding Film. It's Superb, Period.”
Nicholas Kristof THE NEW YORK TIMES

An up-close, honest, and
uncompromising look at the
crisis in Darfur, _The Deuvil
Came on Horsebackxposes
the on going tragedy in
Sudan as seen through the

eyes of one American
witness.
Using the exclusive

photographs and first hand

testimony of former U.S.
Marine Captain, Brian Steidle, the film goes on an
emotionally charged journey into the heart of
Darfur, Sudan, where in 2004, Steidle became
witness to a genocide that to-date has claimed over
400,000 lives and displaced 2.5 million people. In
the transformation from soldier to observer to
witness and activist, we see a man at first
confounded by his naiveté and then confronted by
the urgency of a humanitarian catastrophe that he
sees unfolding firsthand. His odyssey becomes ours
as the more than 1,000 photographs he took become
evidence of a crisis that cannot be denied.

Coming Soon

| is our opportunity to share with our Faith
| Community about our trip to the National Youkh
| Event. Stay tuned! |
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Dear First Parish,

Thank you for all of your love, prayers and support
this past year as | have tried to discern where i§od
calling me. With great enthusiasm, and nervous
anticipation, | will be starting a Master's of Dnitly
program at Yale Divinity School this fall. | would
especially like to thank the Johnson-Atkinson
Spiritual Growth Fund, the Diaconate, and other
FPC committees for providing financial assistance,
which is matched by the Fund for Theological
Education (FTE). As an FTE Congregational
Fellow, this scholarship will greatly ease my
financial burden this year. Thank you so much! In
June, | attended FTE's Conference on Excellence in
Ministry where | participated in workshops, small
groups, and amazing worship. The conference was
held at Emory University in Atlanta and was a great
chance to meet other seminary bound students from
around the country. So, as | pack up and get ready
to begin this new adventure, | will take the lote a
First Parish with me. Thank you so much for being
such a wonderful caring community!

With Love and Peace,

Katelyn Macrae

On behalf of those of us who are still in the
trenches and all of those who have travelled ghe
road with cancer, our sincere thanks for yqur
caring and show of solidarity on “Straw Hat
Sunday”.

10

Dear Johnson-Atkinson Fund,

Jaime and | want to thank you for allowing us to
attend the 2008 United Church of Christ Musicians
Association.

We both certainly gleaned a great deal of
information to help us in our work at First Parish.
We attended workshop sessions and participated in
master-class presentations as well as worship and
prayer meetings. Perhaps the most encouraging
sessions were hosted by Michael Kemp- choral
clinician. His pithy points and practical tips wer
most helpful. Also, | enjoyed Organ Improvisation
with Peter Krasinski and brought back fortitude for
creating majestic transitions in our hymnody. Of
course, the fellowship of other musicians who are i
the harnesses of the UCC was enjoyed with great
relish.

It is with great distress and sadness that Victoria
Sirota’s sessions pointed out how difficult it askie

a musician in the United Church of Christ---AND---
beyond that, the dreadful situations many musicians
in the United Church of Christ are in. Having
endured a Nasty, Cruel and Toxic situation in music
ministry (which resulted in my not playing for 7
years), | have full empathy and much compassion
for my colleagues who work with unbalanced
pastors, and bitter churches. It is difficult, day

the least, to see well trained, dedicated and gentl
spirited musicians who only want to serve God-----
kept in emotional agony and constantly dishonored.
Thankfully | have great people to work with at FEirs
Parish. This session was a reminder to give thanks
for the joy and support of our work.

Jamie and | are grateful for the support of the
Johnson-Atkinson fund. Professional renewal and
development are important to us. Thank you for
helping us.



9/01

9/02

9/03

9/04

9/05
9/06

9/07

9/09
9/10

9/11

9/12

9/15

9/16

9/17
9/18

Eleanor Mercer
Matthew Haley
Gladys Adler
Glenn Baker
Paige Allen
Hannah Tripp
John Hardy
Taylor Sabo
Nathan Cameron
Ruth Collard
Lauren Roedner
Veronica Foster
Natasha Staples
Ashley McCauley
Jean Landolt
Kathleen McGuire
Tammy Moore
Alex Pickering
Sandy Matrtin
Bryce Milne
Virginia Harmon
Spring Rice
Jacob Allen

Ruth Cooke
Herbert Billett
Linda Dickson
Adam Baillargeon
Tom Goulding Jr.
Marianne Cook
Peter Mohlin
John Hewes
Patricia Billett
Christopher Tripp
Keith Meiler
Paul Simonsen
Lorali Smith
Katie Collard
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9/19
9/19

9/20
9/21

9/22
9/23

9/24

9/25
9/26

9/27

9/28

9/29
9/30

Kelly Archer
Allen Sicard

Lisa Donilon
Melissa Rundlett
Carole Nero

Meg Pickering
Inga Browne
Robert Nicholson
John Donilon
Robert Begin
Scott Roberge
Katherine LaGassie
Harry Smith
Charlotte Lapham
Shawn Moody
Victoria Shaw
Lisa Roth

Abigail Mohlin
Susan Haley
Sue Butts

Carol Connelly
Priscilla Baker
Marjorie Belanger
Max Senechal
Jennifer Poore
David Gordon
Gregory Galasyn




